
COURSE PROPSAL #1 

Crime, Punishment, Protest, Revolution (introductory level) 
 

The society we live in is rife with injustice, both at the hands of individuals and of the state. 
How should we respond when people flout our political ideals? This is a class about what justice 
demands when justice is violated.  

 
To build our understanding of what’s at stake, we begin, in Unit 1, by considering why it’s 

wrong to break the law. In Unit 2 we ask how a just state should respond to legal violations, asking 
what, if anything, justifies punishment, and whether imprisonment is a just form of punishment. The 
second half of the course examines what recourse we have when the state is itself complicit in injustice. 
In Unit 3 we ask what makes something an act of protest and think about whether and when it’s 
permissible for protest to break the law or to be violent. In Unit 4 we consider when it’s permissible 
to overturn a legal regime altogether. 

 
 This introductory-level course highlights the relevance of philosophy to our contemporary 
political discourse. It emphasizes the value of both “ideal” and “non-ideal” philosophical theorizing 
(asking questions about a state imagined as less and less just as the course progresses). Connections 
to current events are made explicit through assigned content: In addition to philosophical texts, course 
materials also include news media such as newspaper articles, podcasts, video and radio clips.  
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